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Minister’s Corner By Rev. Floyd McPhee

Perhaps the most famous story Jesus told about 
mercy was the story of the Good Samaritan.  A man 
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he 
fell into the hands of robbers.  They stripped him of 
his clothes, beat him and left him dying.  A priest 
and then a lawyer traveled the same route, but when 
they came to the person in need, they passed by on 
the other side.  A man from Samaria, whom the Jews 
were in conflict with, came where the man was, and 
took pity on him.  He bandaged his wounds, put him 
on his own donkey, took him to an Inn and paid to 
have the wounded man cared for.

Jesus told the story to remind us to care and look 
after one another, regardless of race or creed. And we 
do it many different ways, from sending a card to a 
person who has lost a loved one, to sending money to 
those suffering in Africa or some other place.

The Organist in a church where I once was the 
minister, was completing 36 years of service.  
However he was finding it more and more difficult 
to move his fingers around the keyboard on the 
organ.   On Sunday morning, in preparation for 
his last service, he was making some mistakes.  
A lady from the choir approached him, and asked 
if she could play the piano while he played the 
organ.  He agreed.  During the service, whenever 
he made an error, it was never noticed, the music 
from the piano covered the mistakes. “Blessed are 
the merciful”.  Let us be sure to help one another.
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Celebratory Pot Luck

As a congregation, we at St Timothy’s feel very 
blessed with all that God has provided. Though our 
church is challenged by an aging building, we still 
find it very beautiful and have agreed to continue to 
maintain it as the need arises. We are well led by 
our Session and its committees and as Christians 
we often gather, not only at times of worship, but at 
times of fellowship, devotions, Christian education 
and fundraising. We are a growing congregation as 
witnessed by the various Baptisms and Professions 
of Faith. We thank God for all these blessings.
Therefore, St Timothy’s gathered last October to 
celebrate God’s grace. A pot luck dinner began 
the festivities. Everyone enjoyed the dishes from 
various cultures and lots of it there was. With full 
tummies, we moved on to a time of thanksgiving, 
where we had an opportunity to voice our gratitude.
The evening ended with an auction led by self-
taught auctioneer Ernie McArthur. Ages 10 to 80 
enjoyed bidding against each other for the prized 
items. In all, $740 was raised towards the repair of 
the slate roof.
Special thanks go to the Stewardship Committee 
for the planning, to the Fellow Committee for the 
catering and to those who generously donated items 
to be sold at auction.

Christmas at St Tim’s

When boughs of evergreen appear in the Sanctuary, 
we know Christmas is coming. Thus marks the 
beginning of Advent which is celebrated with an 
Advent Preparatory Worship and Communion 
Service. Amid the hustle and bustle of Christmas 
preparations, this service offers a quiet and reverent 
time to remind us of the meaning of Christmas. 
The Advent Sunday worship services continue this 
reinforcement with the Carol Singalongs prior to 
the worship services, and the lighting of the Advent 
Candles.
The Annual Community Concert and Carol Sing held 
on December 3 celebrated Christmas in song and 
music with a variety of musical groups from soloists, 
instrumentalists and choirs. The concert raised a 
total of $1036, half of which was donated to Heron 
Emergency Food Centre. Much appreciation goes to 
our Music Director and Organist Louise Thompson 
and to Shirley Norris for organising the concert. On 
December 17, the young Christians led the worship 
service which included the Christmas Pageant. This 
year, the pageant recounted the birth of Christ from 
the point of view of angels contributing to God’s plan 
to bring peace to His troubled but loved creation. 
These angelic messengers brought news of a Messiah 
who’s sacrificed life brings peace to our lives.

After expressing its regrets, Session accepted 
George McCully’s resignation as Clerk of Session 
effective December 31, 2017. With 21 years of 
service, he has been our longest serving Clerk of 
Session. 
George joined St Timothy’s in October 1976 and 
was ordained as an Elder in October, 1989 by 
Rev. Duthie. In September 1996, following the 
resignation of Margaret Boyd, George became 
Clerk of Session while Rev. Morton was our 
minister. During his tenure, George chaired the 
Search Committee upon the departure of Rev. 
Morton in 1998 and also served as Treasurer. 
George fulfilled the role of Clerk of Session with 
dignity and skill becoming knowledgeable in the 

Book of Forms as well as other management publications 
issued by the Presbyterian Church in Canada. George 
will be missed as Clerk of Session and his expertise will 
continue to be called upon, especially by our new Clerk 
of Session Ken Saah FON. George remains an Elder on 
Session and has taken on the position of Roll Clerk, a 
position he held some years ago. Thank you, George, 
for your devoted years of service to St Timothy’s as 
Clerk of Session.
Welcome Ken as our new Clerk of Session. Ken came to 
Canada in 2009 from Cameroon. He joined St Timothy’s 
in 2014 and became an Elder three years later. We pray 
for God’s blessings, wisdom and guidance on George’s 
and Ken’s new roles.

Passing the on Torch By Doug Simpson

Celebratory Potluck Christmas at St Tim’s
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The book of Ruth tells a story of love, compassion 
and mercy. It begins with Naomi and her husband 
Elimelech who lived in Bethlehem with their two 
sons, Mahlon and Chilion. A famine came to 
the land, and so they moved to the land of 
Moab. While in Moab, Elimelech died and 
Naomi was left with her two sons and 
their Moabite wives, Ruth and Orpah. 
Then trouble struck the family again, 
and both of Naomi’s sons died too.

Naomi’s lack of a male heir in a society 
where women depend on male relations 
causes economic insecurity. Ruth, too, is 
a widow, but she is younger and in less of 
a precarious situation. Naomi tells Ruth to 
leave her and to ‘go back to her people’ who 
would care for her. Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to 
leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I 
will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people 
will be my people and your God my God.” (Ruth 
1:16). Ruth was unwilling to abandon a distraught 
mother for her self benefit; instead, she kept her 

Bible Character - Ruth
duty bound in love. Then, Ruth, through some very 
bold and even risky action, was able to provide the 
heir that both she and Naomi needed in order to 

survive.

One might wonder how Ruth is a sign 
of compassion when the events in the 
gospel are so much more spectacular, 
especially with Jesus’ healing. The 
answer lies in the placement of this 
book. Ruth occurs right after Joshua 
and Judges, which are records of 
many wars that the Israelites have 

gone through, from heartlessly killing 
thousands and burning cities in Joshua, 

to having strong leaders like Samson to kill 
enemies in Judges. After the gory descriptions, 

the book of Ruth immediately follows: it does not 
describe more wars and killings, but speaks of a 
little event that happened, where Ruth remained 
faithful to her mother, and showed love to her. 
This acts as a stark contrast against the previous 
books, making the reality of love, compassion and 
mercy more blatant.

In 2016 the congregation decided to move forward 
with a “status quo approach”, carrying out building 
repairs as required, and financing those repairs 
by raising money and covering any shortfall from 
Church funds. Since then the Board of Managers 
has established a list of required repairs, by 
priority, following which the Church has:
 
•	 removed	some	exposed	asbestos	from	a	small	
area	downstairs,	

•	 rebuilt	the	flat	roof,	
•	 refurbished	the	lift,	
•	 replaced	the	Sanctuary	ceiling	lights,
•	 installed	a	projector	and	screen	in	the	
Sanctuary,	

•	 begun	an	upgrade	of	the	Sanctuary	sound	
system	and	purchased	a	portable	back	up	sound	
system,	

•	 purchased	covers	for	three	pianos,	and	
•	 installed	a	new	kitchen	floor.	

 
The next proposed repair, in 2018, will be to the 
slate roof. This repair consists of replacing the 
slate tiles which have fallen off the roof. We are 

still in the process of receiving proposals for the cost of 
repairs so the cost is still unknown, but we foresee the 
need to raise funds in addition to our current weekly 
offerings. To date we have raised $2611.90.
The Stewardship Committee has led the way in raising 
money specifically for the needed repair works, and the 
congregation has responded generously to fund drives 
for the Lift, the flat roof replacement and the asbestos 
removal. Now it is time to repeat the process for the slate 
roof repair. The Stewardship Committee’s fund raising 
initiatives have taken two forms. The first, the direct 
approach to the congregation, has been successful. As 
has been the second indirect approach, the fundraising 
event, in which the congregation is invited to attend 
and to give in response to the event. For example, 
the EH Gospel Sound Concert, the E-Waste collection, 
the Pot Luck supper live auction, and the annual St. 
Timothy’s Christmas Concert.
Contributions can be made directly to the slate roof 
fund by clearly specifying Slate Roof Fund. Church 
groups are invited to consider fundraising events; for 
example, the Sunday school children baked and then 
sold cup-cakes on Sunday January 28 during Coffee 
Hour, proceeds of which went to the slate roof fund.
Our appreciation goes out to the Board of Managers 
for their dedication towards maintaining our beautiful 
house of worship to the Glory of God.

Our House of Worship
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Ash
Bible Story
Compassion
God
Famine
Jesus
Good
Lawyer
Lent
Love
Mercy
Naomi

Priest
Ruth
Samaritan
Wednesday
Widow
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Youth Corner

Bible verse

Luke 6:36 
Be merciful, just as 
your Father is merciful.

Question 1: What was the relationship of Naomi to Ruth?
a) Mother-in-law
b) Aunt
c) Mother
d) Cousin

Question 2: Jesus told a parable where a traveller was robbed, beaten and left for dead. Who showed 
him mercy?
a) Jesus
b) Samaritan
c) Priest
d) Lawyer

Question 3: Fill in the blank: “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may ______________”
a) Jesus
b) Life forever
c) Have Eternal Life
d) Do the right things

Question 4: The first day of Lent is called
a) Shrove Tuesday
b) Ash Wednesday
c) Maundy Thursday
d) Palm SUnday

Circle the letters of each word listed below. Use the remaining letters to 
answer the question: When God Shows Mercy (17 letters).

Answers: 1 -a); 2-b); 3-c); 4-b)

Crosswords

: Answer: Esther’s April First
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THE POWER OF GRACE AND MERCY

Imagine you were pulled over by a cop for a traffic 
offense. You were guilty. You knew the penalty, 
the punishment. But wait. The officer turns to you, 
advises you to be mindful about traffic laws, and 
lets you off the hook. Just like that. If something 
like that ever happened to you, then you’ve been a 
recipient of mercy. You were let off the hook, when 
you didn’t deserve it.
Mercy is when you don’t receive what you 
deserve: punishment.

Maybe you haven’t received mercy for civil law 
breaking, but if you’ve given your heart to Jesus, 
then you have met the God who is ‘rich in mercy’ 
(Ephesians 2:4). What did He do? He let you off the 
hook when you didn’t deserve it. Paul wrote: “He 
saved us, not because of the righteous things 
we had done, but because of his mercy” (Titus 
3:5, NLT). Instead of punishing and giving us what 
we deserve (Romans 6:23), He saved us from the 
punishment. That’s mercy.
 
Mercy is not cheap. It is expensive because it 
cost God His Son’s life to set us free. And while, 
mercy is good news, just wait till you hear about 
Grace. Grace is much more than mercy. Here’s the 
difference.

Mercy is when you don’t receive what you 
deserve: punishment.

But grace is when you receive what you don’t 
deserve: reward.

Do you get the difference? Read it again until you’ve 
figured it out.

Here’s a few examples of grace and mercy in action:

The prodigal son received mercy when the father 
accepted him. Grace when he threw him a party.

The thief on the cross received mercy when he 
experienced forgiveness. Grace when Jesus 
promised Him paradise.

We received mercy when God chose us and saved 
us from the punishment for our sins. Grace when 
He gave us eternal life (1 John 5:11); made us 
sons and daughters (John 1:12), and reserved an 
inheritance for us for eternity (1 Peter 1:4).

Mercy and Grace are amazing. 

Devotion for Youth

The Power of Grace and Mercy

Close Up

How long at St Tim’s 
3 years
Profession 
Physiotherapist
Place of birth 
Val-Des-Monts, 
Quebec

Palmer Patterson

Basic Facts Fun FactsFaith Facts

Favourite Hymn 
Holy, Holy, Holy
Favourite Bible Story 
The conversion of Saul
Favourite Bible Passage 
Gospel of John Chap. 1

Favourite Pastime 
Sports of any kind
Favourite Food 
I like pretty much 
every food
Favourite Movie 
12 Angry Men



Photo Booth
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Youth Group Cup Cake Sale

Birthday Celebration & Youth Group Cup Cake Sale

Christmas Pageant & Concert

Candy Cane Bazaar
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I never knew, before moving to the Glebe, how many 
green spaces it contains. A favourite walk for my 
neighbours is called “around the pond.” The pond is 
called Brown’s Inlet, and it runs off the Rideau Canal. 
I walk a few blocks down a street, then a lane, and 
I’m in sight of the water.  In season I am surrounded 
by bright flowers, wild or in carefully tended gardens. 
Now that I’ve reached age 83 Brown’s Inlet is a 
frequent destination.
On a sunny late October afternoon, I set forth to 
round the pond. In a plastic bag I carried two cupful’s 
of cracked corn for the ducks that occupy the area 
from spring to fall. Also in the bag was a paperback 
book which I intended to peruse in the sunshine on 
one of the park benches. 
When I reached the pond there was a change of scene. 
A lot of water had been drained from the pond, which 
was now down below me and surrounded by dirty 
looking earth. On the earth were sticks and stones 
which would be cleaner to walk on, so I descended to 
the level of the pond. The earth looked muddy, so I 
tried to avoid stepping on it.
When I reached water side I tossed in some cracked 
corn and ducks appeared. Beautiful male Mallards 
quickly pecked at the seeds. As their less attractive 
mates arrived they were shooed away until the males 
had their fill. The Canada geese and seagulls that 
flocked to the scene were given the same treatment.
Having finished my feed, I climbed up to path level, 
somehow stumbling at the top but recovering my 
balance. Was this an omen of things to come? The sun 
had disappeared so there was no sitting on a bench 
to read. I hurried along to my final event. I knew that 
another pair of ducks inhabited the end of the pond 
closest to my home. Here I had hoped to reach the 
ducks with my feed but this looked rather difficult; 
the dirt was four feet below me and I couldn’t toss 

the feed far enough to reach the water.
Fools rush in, they say, and that’s exactly what 
I did. A jump to the ground landed me up to my 
knees in mud. I tried to lift my right leg and felt 
my shoe come off and sink into the mud. I bent 
down and grabbed the filthy shoe. There I stood, 
unable to move either foot and wondering what 
would happen next. Fortunately, a strong young 
man approached me and offered assistance. He 
made his way to my back and attempted to lift 
me. My 112 pounds were too much for him, but 
at least he was not trapped. My jump must have 
doomed me.
Along came three more young helpers, two male 
and one female. Somehow all four managed with 
one mighty heave to raise me to ground level. Of 
course, their hands and arms were now muddy 
and I was still holding in my hand the bag with its 
perfectly untouched book and cracked corn.
Grabbing my arm, the woman insisted that all four 
helpers would escort me home. We passed a house 
where a woman was using her hose to wash the car. 
The hose was put to use washing away a good deal 
of mud from me and my companions. Continuing 
on toward my home we passed a building where 
my friend Audrey, sitting outside, beckoned me to 
join her. I said goodbye with many thanks to my 
rescuers.
I was extremely happy and thankful to get help 
from such generous and able assistants. It took 
only one afternoon to restore my shoes and 
clothing to their normal condition. Although I’m 
determined to pass on the kindness of strangers 
to some other recipient, I’ve resolved to duck the 
duck feed for this fall.

Ducking the Feed by Ruth Toller

A Time for Wisdom
You are valuable not because of who you are, but because of whose you are.

You are valuable not because of who you are, but 
because of whose you are. What is it that makes 
you valuable and makes you feel important? Your 
wealth? Your good education? You get lots of cell 
phone calls, and so you’re popular? Your high 
position of leadership at work?

While it isn’t wrong to be wealthy, well educated, 
popular, or in leadership, we must not let those 
things define our worth and value, because things 
can fail us. Cars break down; houses burn down; 
profits sink down; and with them, our self-worth 
falls down.

But God declares that you’re worth everything 
to him -- you’re worth all Christ offered. You 
are not your own; you were bought at a price (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20). That price is the life of Jesus.
 
You are precious in God’s sight -- you’re his child 
(Ephesians 1:5). Almost every parent would agree 
that his or her child is the most precious thing 
in the world; and that’s the way God views you! 
It’s no wonder God labels his people as his treasured 
possession (Deuteronomy 14:2). Don’t let wealth, 
education, popularity, status, or anything else define 
your value. Know that you’re worth everything to 
God, because you’re His. 



Upcoming Events/Services

Sunday Worship Service
Feb 4,11,25, 10am
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We are the Church

In Memoriam - My Father’s house has many rooms…(John 14:2)

JOY Group

The JOY Group resumed on Tuesday January 16th with, as usual, a movie and lunch in the Goforth Room. 
Both were enjoyed by all, and it was nice to see all our regular participants back again. Good conversation 
around the table as well as a few laughs added to the enjoyment. We struck another happy note with Shirley 
volunteering the news that we had again accumulated surplus funds from all the generous free-will offerings 
given by the participants, and that a donation of $300 would be made to the church this month. It was 
agreed the money would go to the Slate Roof Fund. As a note of interest, we share the fact that, including 
this latest gift, the JOY Group will have donated a total of $1,900 to the church since we first began in 
2012. It is heartwarming to see how small amounts accumulate and how generous hearts advance giving. 
Blessings to all our regulars and friends. Our next get-together is scheduled for February 20th at 10am. 
Check the Sunday announcement bulletins for details. Why not join us and bring along a friend or two.

World Day of Prayer

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide annual celebration of God’s grace. It began when Christian women of 
United States and Canada initiated a variety of cooperative activities in support of women’s involvement 
in mission at home and in other parts of the world. In 1926, the women of North America distributed a 
worship service to as many countries and partners in mission as they could. The response worldwide was 
enthusiastic. From 1927 up to now, women gather to pray with women from a different country. A theme 
developed by the World Day of Prayer Committee inspires informed prayer and prayerful action.

This year, the women of St Timothy’s Afternoon Circle are hosting the World Day of Prayer on March 2, 
2018. The theme is All of God’s Creation is Very Good! and features the country Suriname. Celebration 
begins with a 7pm worship service created by the women of Suriname. Salvation Army Pastor Deanna 
Verhey who worked in Suriname will be the guest speaker. A reception following the worship service will 
provide opportunities to experience Suriname culture through food and displays.

Worship Services

Special Worship Service

Ash Wednesday Worship &
Communion Service Feb 14, 7pm

Black History Worship Service 
Feb 18, 10am

World Day of Prayer 
Mar 2, 7pm

Youth Events Church Groups
Junior Youth Group: 
Lunch & Games Feb 4, 11am

Winterlude Feb 10, 3:30pm

Chilli Lunch, Youth Mission 
Project Feb 11, 11am

Senior Youth Group: 
Breakfast Bible Study 
Feb 25, 8:30am

African Chorus....Feb 4, 11, 
11am

Afternoon Circle...Feb 14, 
1:30pm

Craft Group..Feb 5, 12, 19, 26, 
2pm

JOY Group..........Feb 20, 
10am

St Tim’s Choir ...Feb 4, 11, 18, 
25, 9am

Elva Scharf

Gillan Jackson

JOY Group

World Day of Prayer


